MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

the end, on the morning of the gth, after intense artillery
preparation, the men of the 4th Army Corps managed to
assault the enemy's positions, occupying the village of San
Fernando, and thence continued fighting and advancing.
During the evening of that day they attacked and re-
conquered the headquarters of the Central Army. At this
the flight of the rebels was so precipitate that they left a
10.5 gun in the middle of the road with one of its wheels
broken. During these days, the yth, 8th and gth, 30,000
prisoners were taken from among the rebels who had
concentrated in the region of Alcala de Henares. Inside
the capital the fighting was also very severe. The Assault
Guards who gave constant proof of courage and discipline,
reinforced with light artillery, held up the enemy's
advance and took possession of the tanks with extra-
ordinary ease. (The Central Army had ten tanks and
twelve armoured cars and when the Communists had
taken possession of these, they reinforced them with forty
more which they had ready in secret without the know-
ledge of the command. The fact that this secret material
existed was a proof of the intentions which the Communists
had had for a long time.)

On the loth the situation changed, since the arrival of
strong reinforcements and the heroic behaviour of the
Assault Guards and the 4th Army Corps put me in a
position rapidly to overcome the rising. During that day
and the following one we advanced with a strong column
of men towards the Puerta del Sol, without meeting with
much resistance, and with another from Canillejas